
Australian anti-corruption commission 
public hearing powers

Morrison Government  
proposal (2020) 
Commonwealth Integrity 
Commission (Public Sector 
Division)
Private hearings only for 79% of  
public sector including politicians

X

Haines proposal (2020) 
Australian Federal Integrity  
Commission (AFIC)
Hearings can be public or private
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SA
Independent 
Commissioner  
Against Corruption
Private hearings only

Serious and/or  
systemic conduct

Benefit of public exposure  
and awareness

Unfairness of not  
holding in public

Prejudice (general)

Unfair risk to reputation

Unfair risk to privacy

Unfair risk to human rights

Unfair risk to safety  
or wellbeing

Vulnerability

Under another’s  
instruction or control

Confidentiality of evidence

Alleged or suspected  
criminal offence

Exceptional circumstances

Secrecy 

Legal advice

National security, defence, 
intelligence, law enforcement, 
international relations

Cabinet-in-confidence

Personal or public safety

Prejudice fair trial (criminal)

Personal affairs

Commercial-in-confidence

Any other relevant matter
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WA
Corruption and  
Crime Commission
�Default private hearings

Pr  Pi  3  
Qld.
Crime and Corruption 
Commission
Default private hearings

Pu  Pi  1  2  3  5  6

NSW
Independent Commission 
Against Corruption (ICAC)
Public hearings if in  
the public interest

Australian Commission for Law 
Enforcement Integrity (ACLEI)
�Hearings can be public or private for  
21% of public sector (Australian Federal 
Police and 8 other regulatory agencies)
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Pu

Tas.
Integrity Commission
Default public hearings for 
Integrity Tribunal inquiries

Pu

NT
Independent 
Commission  
Against  
Corruption
Hearings can  
be public
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ACT
Integrity Commission
�Hearings can be  
public or private

TOTALLY RESTRICTED: 
NO PUBLIC HEARINGS

UNRESTRICTED: 
PUBLIC HEARINGS
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Vic.
Independent Broad-based 
Anti-Corruption
Commission (IBAC)
Default private hearings

PROPOSED

Albanese Government (2022)
National Anti-Corruption  
Commission Bill (2022) (NACC)
Default private hearings
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RECOMMENDED 
NEW BEST PRACTICE

KEY
Specific criteria and circumstances 
for public hearings or evidence:

15

17

16

18

19

13

21

20

22

PiNo public hearings Default is private hearings,  
public hearings possible Public or private hearingsX Pr Pu Public interest test  

for public hearings


